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	Personal information
	I came from South Africa in 1991. I have athetoid cerebral palsy; this means that I am physically disabled. I can’t speak through my mouth; instead I use a communication aid (a Vanguard II).



	Consultancy
	From 2001-2004 I acted as a consultant to a student at Birmingham University carrying out research into communicating without speech.

I help Access to Communication and Technology (part of the West Midlands NHS Regional Rehabilitation Centre) with occasional clients.



	Teaching 
	Collaboration with Access to Communication and Technology’s study days for Speech and Language Therapy undergraduate students, since 1997.

I volunteer as a role model for 1Voice, an organisation providing support for children using communication devices and their families.

I have frequently presented at South Birmingham PCT's Disability Awareness Training.


	Education 
	Educated in Cape Town.

Attended the first International Minspeak Conference in 1999.

Recently attended advanced information technology course at Sutton Coldfield College.



	Awards received 
	Bronze Ambassador for Liberator 1995

Silver Ambassador 1997

Gold Ambassador for Independent Expressions 2001 (worked on preparing presentations and increased awareness of the range of communication aids).

European Computer Driving License 2004



	Other experience 
	My IT experience includes familiarity with Word, Internet Explorer, Microsoft Works, Windows Media Player, The Print Shop Deluxe, Adobe Photo Deluxe, and email - Outlook Express, Hotmail Windows live.
I have extensive experience of both high-tech and low-tech augmentative communication systems. When at school I used a keyboard accessed by head pointer, and special typewriter; I received a LightTalker in 1987 and a DeltaTalker in 1996 both accessed by optical head pointer with 128 locations. Since 2005 I use a Vanguard II (45 locations) operated by a reflective dot. I have used various low-tech systems of communication (since age 3), many of which I have created myself, and accessed by eye-pointing. I also use a switch operated powered wheelchair. I am familiar with a variety of assistive technology: hardware, software and access methods.



	What I can offer
	I would like to help disabled people, their parents, carers and therapists, by sharing my first hand experiences of disability, assistive technology and of being an augmented communicator. I can offer insight into what can be possible for other people with disabilities. If you work with children or adults with disabilities, have disabilities yourself or someone in your family does, then please contact me.
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