
1Voice  has now held 10 national events and we are 
getting bigger (and better?) every year! 

 
See inside for information, updates on members, 

issues and local branches 
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Member update   
Read about Jodie, Mary and Beth 

Queen Jodie!  
 

Just a year ago I was chosen to be Harvest Queen at our church, At 

Andrewõs Longton. I was so proud and excited to be chosen. 
 

During my year in office I have raised money for two things that have 

been important in my life, our church and 1Voice ñCommunicating 

Together.  
 

We have held lots of events to raise funds -  a quiz evening, a bingo 

night, a Christmas shopping evening at a local 

gift shop and a fashion show and sale. We have 

sold quiz sheets and tables for a table - top 

sale. We have held raffles and had cake stalls.  
 

The Duke of Edinburgh groups at my school, 

Sir Tom Finney Community High School in Preston held a coffee afternoon and raffle and 

gave half the proceeds to my Harvest Queen Fund.  
 

My mum was sponsored for the Cross Morecambe Bay Walk and she did not sink in the sand.  
 

In all we have raised £2 400 to be split between the church and 1Voice.  
 

I have had a wonderful year as well as raising money. I have spoken to so many people who 

had not talked to me before. They took time out to listen to me which was great.  
 

The look of surprise on the faces of some of the congregation when I gave my first speech 

using my DynaVox was amusing. They had never come across anyone using a talker before!  
 

My year has come to an end now, it was hard work but great fun.  
 

By Jodie Turner  

 

Dr Mary!  
 

Our congratulations to Dr Mary Wickenden who has finished her 

PhD study about the identity and lifeworlds of teenagers who use 

AAC.  
 

Mary handed in the mighty tome in November and had her final exam 

last week.  She passed well and the examiners seemed to like the 

study. They thought it said important things about how young AAC 

users feel and would like to be seen. So now we can call her Doc!  
 

Mary writes:  

ò... a big big thank you to 1Voice generally and to the many of you who 
contributed to the project. Some of you (young people and parents, 
role models) were involved as key participants or advisors, others talked to me more 
informally or gave me good ideas to think about.  
 

òI have spoken to so may people 

who had not talked to me beforeéó 


