
Welcome to the Spring edition of SpeakOut. 
 
We hope everyone will enjoy this spring issue, 
which is packed full of articles from our members. 
As you can see everyone has been busy having 
some fun communicating as well as raising 
awareness of AAC up and down the country. 
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1Voice Pantomime 2008 Oh No it 
isn’t ! Oh Yes  

it is !! 

Inside this issue: 

In the Grapevine:  
SimonsAble  
Breaking Barriers 

~ 2  

UNIQUE 
Telling Stories 
 

~ 4 

1Voice Events ~ 5 

Members News & 
More ~ 6 

News from the  
Committee,  
including an update 
of the Bercow  
Review 

~ 7 

1Voice Local   
Sad News 
�

~ 8 
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The Grapevine… 
Raising awareness, supporting each other and information 
about related organisations. 
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Sean “full of joy and excited”  
Beth���� “I cannot believe it, I just 
wrote my story ‘Just Talking’ 
based on me”  
Alan “I am amazed!!! This is 
really good news” �
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Toby Hewson receiving award from 
Alistar Darling on behalf of Sean Lucas 

Telling Stories  
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Becoming an AAC Role Model 
Date: Fri 19th - Sat 21st Jun  
Venue: Hayes, Derby 
National Network & Family Fun Day 
Date: Sun 21st Jun ‘09 
Venue: Hayes, Derby 
*See Attached Flyer for Details 

West Yorkshire 
Date: Sat 9th May 2009 
Venue: Art House, Wakefield 
Theme: Pirates 
Calling all Pirates, There’s an AAC 
mutiny aboard the Art House. 
Members needed to come and join 
in the pirates tale & more!  
Use the contact details on pg 8 to 
book your free place aboard the Art 
House !! 
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DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed in articles in 

SpeakOut are not  
necessarily those of 1Voice.  

1Voice cannot be held  
responsible for the content of any 

websites other than 
www.1voice.info 

1Voice National:  

1Voice Local: 



       Welcome  to  
committee news.  
Our thanks go to the 
committee & our mem-
bers for your continued  
support.  
We still have some of 
our Listen to Me DVDs 
left for sale at £8.  
So far teachers; partici-
pation workers; social 
workers; speech & 
language therapists 
plus families have  
enjoyed the Listen to 
Me DVD around the 
world.  
The DVD has been 
distributed far and wide 
- in fact as far as India, 
Australia and the 
States.  
We are also delighted 
to be spreading our 
wings and reaching 
more families!  
We welcome the  
opportunity to create 
more branches around 
the country.  
In order to do this we 
are in the process of 
writing up guidelines 
and a toolkit for 
branches.  
If anyone is interested 
in either setting up a 
branch or finding out 
where the nearest 
branch to join is, please 

get in touch with Katie on 0845 330 7862.  
We are now near to completion of the 1Voice  Strategic  
Business Plan . We have been working hard on the plan 
and are in the process of tying up what we want to do, 
with what we can realistically do. Our aim is to have the 
final plan available on our website for you to download on 
1st April. 
 
 
THE BERCOW REVIEW  TO DATE  ~  BY JENNY HERD 
A lot is happening (or at least being talked about) in AAC 
at the moment. In December 2008 the government 
launched its response to the Bercow review of children's 
speech language and communication issues. On the 27th 
January, Katie Clarke and I attended the All Party Parlia-

mentary Group (APPG) on Disability, along with other 
representatives from a range of speech and language 
related organisations, to hear Ed Balls, Secretary of State 
for children, schools and families present the report  
entitled "Better Communication". Much of it was not  
directly about AAC - however one of its important 
recommendations was that that a national Communication 
Champion will be appointed and they are to be supported 
by a multi-agency communication council. They will be 
responsible for monitoring both national and local govern-
ment progress in the areas of children's speech, language 
and communication needs (SLCN). In addition, and spe-
cifically relating to AAC, Becta will be responsible for a 3 
year grant programme worth £1.5m which will be aimed at 
"maintaining a vibrant AAC community" - the money being 
for organisations which support AAC or provide services 
to people who use AAC etc. In order to manage this Becta 
will appoint a "communication co-ordinator". Members of 
the AAC community who were present at the APPG, 
(including representatives from both the Scope No Voice 
No Choice and the Communication Consortium, one 
group preceding this meeting and one following) gave a 
clear message both to the Minister and relevant civil ser-
vants, that this communication co-ordinator must be di-
rectly responsible to the national communication cham-
pion, in order that AAC remains visible within the larger 
SLCN picture. "Better Communication" also establishes 
the setting up of 20 Pathfinder local authorities (Children's 
Services) who will receive some additional funding to set 
up and develop good examples of joint working in the area 
of SLCN. They will be explicitly instructed to ensure that 
AAC is included and the government will be looking for 
clearly functioning joint working. L.A.’s are just about to be 
invited to bid to become one of the Pathfinders with the 
final 20 being announced sometime in March/April. The 
downside of "Better Communication" is that it does not 
give local authorities any more funding for AAC, and much 
of its guidance is just that, "guidance". However the  
creation of a national communication champion and their 
supporting council does (hopefully) send a clear message 
to local authorities that they must make SLCN a much 
higher priority than it has sometimes been in the past. 
Already a letter has been sent to all Children's Trusts/
L.A.’s advising them that they should appoint their own, 
local, communication champion and that this person 
should be at senior managerial/board level. It will be inter-
esting to see how long this takes to happen - and so it 
would be extremely useful to know from 1 Voice members 
around the country whether their Children's Trust/L.A.’s 
have  appointed a communication champion, are about to 
or have not even begun to think about it! In the meantime 
1 Voice continues to be represented on both the Commu-
nication Consortium and the Scope No Voice No Choice 
campaign steering group which gives us a very valuable 
input, and insight, into the current national thinking around 
SLCN and AAC in particular.     
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Request or Update Membership  
Our newsletter and information is distributed to members, supporters &anyone with an interest in AAC.  
Please select relevant box and return to 1voice - Communicating together, PO Box 559,  
Halifax, HX1 2XT 
Alternatively you can e-mail: info@1voice.info with your information and request. 

 New Contact Details                Unsubscribe           Please send me a Membership Form  
 

Name                                                                     Address 
 
E-Mail:                                                           

 Chair ~  
 Katie Clarke 

 Secretary  ~ 
 Tamsin Crothers   

 Treasurer &  
 Role Model  ~ 
 Toby Hewson 

 Member ~ 
 Terry Gibson  

 Volunteers  
 Co-ordinator & 
 Manchester rep ~ 
 James Leigh 

 Role Model  
 & SE rep ~ 
 Katie Caryer  

 W. Yorks. rep ~ 
 Faith Douthwaite 

 Co-opted  
 Member ~ 
 Jane Handley 

 Member ~ 
 Ann Morris  

 Co-opted Member ~ 
 Liza Clements  

C O M M I T T E E  N E W S 
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It is with great sadness that we have to tell you 
about the sudden death of one of our young 
volunteers. Shockingly, Katie was killed on a 
busy road in January this year. Our thoughts are 
with Joy, Keith and their family at this devastating 
time.  
A few words from Joy “I wanted  to say how much 
Katie learned about life rather than education 
when she attended 1Voice. It meant so much to 
her that people could have choices for their future 
just as long as they had a voice.  Alan and the 
other mentors would talk about their independent 
life, and Katie would listen to them and this gave 

her  hope for her sister Leonie. 1Voice also helped Katie to start believing in 
herself, that she too, could make a difference just being there to help or be 
part of the group. Katie struggled with her education but 1Voice made her 
believe anything was possible if you have access and availability to the right 
individuals to advise and guide you. I would like to thank everyone who we 
met over the last 3 years in 1Voice for welcoming and helping my daughter, 
and in return we will have various donations for 1Voice, some of which was 
raised at the funeral, this in turn has made people aware of 1Voice and they 
are now looking at doing their usual runs this year but are wanting to run in 
aid of 1Voice”. 

Katie a beautiful shining star who will be very, 
very much missed x  

 
 

How far has your T-shirt 
travelled? 

This t-shirt went to Columbia in 2008.  
Thanks to Angie Bamgbose for a 
fabulous photo. Can anyone else beat 
that? Haven't got a T-shirt?  
No problem!! We are  including the 
1Voice  DVD as well as the t-shirt so get 
somebody to take a snap of you with 
your DVD or T - shirt in an exotic or interesting location.  
We look forward to seeing where 1Voice will turn up next!  
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1VOICE 

LOCAL GROUPS 
 

 SOUTHWEST 
Contact:1voicesouthwest@1voice.info 

SOUTH EAST  
Contact:katiecaryer@1voice.info  

       WEST YORKSHIRE 
Contact:1Voicewestyorkshire@1voice.info 

 

 
 
 
 

Manchester-Coming Soon! 
��

Is your local area not listed?  
Want to know where the nearest 
event is? 
Interested in setting up a local 
group?  
Contact Katie on 0845 330 7862. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 1VOICE !  
Speakout - via e-mail  
Get your future copies of the 1Voice newsletter via e-mail, available in future  
issues as a pdf file, and help us to keep our costs down.  
Please e-mail:info@1Voice to be added to our mailing list. 

Listen to Me DVD -��������
If you would like a copy of the DVD which also includes "the making of"   
Please request your copy by using any of our contact details below. 
We are asking that those who are able, to make a donation of £8. 

Reg. Charity no. 1087615 
1 Voice-Communicating Together, PO Box 559, Halifax, HX1 2XT 
Tel 0845 330 7862     www.1voice.info     e-mail: info@1voice.info 


